
 
 

This syllabus is still in draft format. A full version of the course outline will be made available to all 
students at the commencement of the course.  Designed by Mark Stewart – mw.stewart@auckland.ac.nz 

REALITY TELEVISION 

BASE COURSE OUTLINE 

OVERVIEW 

Reality Television has become a crucial element of television scheduling in the twenty first century, filling 

many hours in most countries, and sometimes attracting very large audiences. This course aims to evaluate the 

meta-genre that is referred to as Reality TV, identifying and discussing many of the key discourses within the 

texts, as well as looking at its impact on the television industry and audiences. Some areas of investigation will 

be the relationship of Reality Television with the Real, Ethics, Celebrity, Gender and Sexuality, Globalisation, 

Surveillance and Governmentality; the course will include a focus on a couple of different formats, as well as a 

broader industrial overview. 

COURSE OUTLINE 

 

Week 1 What is Reality TV? 

Week 2 Origins of Reality TV 

Week 3 Reality TV and Economics 

Week 4 Reality TV and Discourses of Quality 

Week 5 Reality TV and the Format 

Week 6 Reality TV and the Local 

Week 7 Reality TV and Celebrity/Ordinary 

Week 8 Reality TV and Genre 

Week 9 Reality TV and Representation (Race, Gender and Class) 

Week 10 Reality TV and Citizenship 

Week 11 Reality TV and Neoliberalism 

Week 12 Reality TV and Cultures of Surveillance 

COURSE READINGS 

Course Readings will be provided to students in electronic form. There will be 2-3 academic readings per week, 

with a possible addition of some journalistic, popular, or web-based material. Students will be encouraged to 

watch a couple of different examples of reality television each week, as well as a series that we will select 

together to watch as it airs. 

ASSESSMENT 

Assessment levels are yet to be confirmed, but they are likely to include an in-class presentation, and a long 

form research essay. 

CONTACT 

For further information about this course, please contact the course lecturer, Mark Stewart, at 

mw.stewart@auckland.ac.nz 


